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a : 4 
Now publiſhed-with ſome additional Notes. £4 
By CALEB FLEMING... | 3 
4 is not lawful for any power on earth to compel in matter: 7M 


of religion, whether ſpeculative or practical; or in 3 
thing except immorality, or what evidently ſubverts t 
foundations of civil ſociety: for which reaſon Popery it 
. Juſtly excluded a toltration, for being not ſo much a religion, 
as @ politic faction, whereof the members, whereſoever 
they are, own the Pops for their feperier to the prejudice 1 
of the allegiance due to their natural foverains.” | 
See Toland's Life of Milton, publiſhedby A Millar, p. 99. 
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Rr AsONS for this PusLicaTioN. 


H O' I have not publiſhed 
my diſcourſe on the death 


of our late, and the ſucceſſion of our tf * 


preſent Majeſty ; thistribute of duty 
I could not with-hold from my 
King and my Country: when Icon- 
ſidered, the moſt malignant enemy, 
by profeſſion, to both, is PorERv. 
A wolf, which has ſo long worn 
the garb of the ſheep, as to be look- 


ed upon, to be very innocent and 


harmleſs. So the wild beaſts in the 


Tower are viewed without horror, 
whilſt in ſafe cuſtody; but let looſe, 
would terrify and deſtroy. --- 

Men take no pains in ſtudying 
the Goſpel inſtruction; an im- 
plicit faith and formal profeſ- 
ſion obtain, in a Proteſtant country; 
which gives the dreadful advantage 
to Popery. For men once accuſ- 
tomed to truſt others with faſhion- 
ing the ſymbols of their faith, and 

the 


. the ar of their Negro may Ga 
be perſuaded to reſign their reaſon, 
| with equal complaiſance to the 1 1n- 
triguing Romiſh prieſt ; and pre- 


ſently will want the abſolution too 
of a ghoſtly confeſſor. 


' Unintelligible and abſurd notions 


made eſſential to a religious pro- 
feſſion, will enable the /ophifer to 
inſinuate, with eaſe his fatal poiſon, 
into a breaſt ſo much depraved, 
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And reconcile to a contemptible” 


maſs book and lying legend, in ex- 
change for the divine oracles. 

fo expoſe this ſhocking de- 
formity, to caution againſt the dia- 


bolical genius and ſpirit of Popery; 
to repreſent the infinite advantage 
of religious liberty, is the deſign of 
this publication. 


N. B. At a convenient ſeaſon, I propoſe 
to ſhew, © in what vaſt and amazing in- 
ſtances and reſpects the exerciſe and exer- 
tion of he rig. fs of conſcience, in religious 
matters, has been in aid and ſuccour of civil 
liberty, and of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
when in their moſt 1 imminent perils. 


Ma TT. xxiii. 8, , 10. 


But be not ye called Rabbi, for one is your 
. maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are bre- 
thren. — And call no man your father up- 
on earth, for one is your father who is in 
Heaven. Neither be ye called maſters, for 
one is your maſter, even Chriſt, © 


CLTJE are met together to com- 
* memorate the perils and ſalva- 
tions of theſe iſlands, which 


have diſtinguiſhed this day in the Britiſh , 

annals. _ Attempts, that have been made 
once and again, to implunge in darkneſs an 
enlightned people; and to involve in vaſ- 
ſalage a free nation, enjoying that divine 
benefit, LiyeRTY, © | 
My text may well be confidered, as the 
great bulwark of freedom or teligious li- 
berty ; as a battery raiſed, by the hand of 
Jeſus, againſt ſuperſtition, prieſtly-power, 
and princely-tyranny ; which had long 
been exerciſed in Judea, from the ſpirit of 
ambition, influenced by worldlineſs to an 
infatiable thirſt of power and pre-emi- 
nence. The genuine complexion of the 
Jewiſh-prieſthood. It was certainly a 
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ſhocking dominion exerciſed over the con- 
ſcience, which occaſioned this addreſs, —- 
the Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes 
ſeat : — whatever they bid you obſerve; 
that obſerve and do; ſo far as they en- 
force the Moſaic ſyſtem, But, by no 
means, do ye imitate their example ; 
© for. they ſay, and do not.“ e. g. They 
covet, they commit adultery, they ſteal, 
they kill, they violate the moral ſtatute ; 
tho they would ſtrictly enjoin and way 
your obſervance, „ 

And beſides, they invent and impoſe a 
burthenſome ritual; and then lay the 
whole ſtreſs of religion upon a reverence 
ſhewn to ſuch inſtitution, They them- 
ſelves do figure much in theſe artificial 
trappings. Their phylaFeries are broad; 
which contain ſentences of the law written 
upon them. Theſe they wear as amu- 
lets or charms, to fright away the Devil *: 
all the while, the divine precept has 
no veneration ſhewn to it, either in their 
hearts, or in their lives. Their proud, 
haughty ſpirits thruſt into the uppermoſt 
rooms at feaſts ; and occupy the chief ſeats 
in the ſynagogue. And they expect ho- 


2 Lightfoot's works, Vol. IT. p. 232. 


mags 


1 


mage in the markets, from all who ſee 
them; and to be ſaluted, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
« A title, not in uſe before the times of 
Hillel. But their wiſe and great men were 
anciently called by their proper names, 
Afterwards, as doctors of the law, they 
taught, that a wiſe man or Rabbi, was to 
be reſpected above all mortal men whatſo- 
ever. | | | 
On thecontrary, our divine teacher ſays 
to his diſciples, ©* be not ye called maſ- 
ters, &c,”— Thus ſtands my text in con- 
nexion. | 
In repreſenting, what I underſtand to 
be the doctrinal ſenſe, would, 
Fir, Briefly obſerve, what it does not 
forbid. 2 

Secondly, More largely conſider what 
it does: and then ſhew the reaſonable- 
nels of the- prohibition. 

It does not forbid any of thoſe diſtinc- 
tions of title or reſpect, that are either 
natural or civil. There is no reaſon to ima- 
gine, it would diſcountenance the com- 
pellation of father, or the reverence due 
to the parental authority. All the precepts 
of natural and revealed religion, recom- 


d Lightfoot's works, Vol. II. P. 233+ 
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mend the duties appertaining to natural re- 
lation. And as to the civil, ſuch is the con- 
ſtitution of man, and ſuch the condition of 
_ as toſhew the neceſſity and uſeful- 
nels ofobſerving the diſtinction of prince and 
ſubject, great and ſmall, rich and poor; of 
maſter and ſervant, denefactor and bene- 
ſiciary. Moreover, there are honours 
diſtinguiſhingly due to men of illuſtrious 
merit, or virtue, fear to whom fear, 5 
honour to whom honour.” 

The defign of this prohibition is d= 
fore certainly confined to the province of 
religion; which can neither admit nor ac- 
knowledge an inequality among its profeſ- 
ſors. This will, with great perſpicuity, 
appear to be a truth, when religion is once 
juſtly defined, and we have proper ideas of 
it, as what imports in its ſpirit and powers 
* the ſupreme reverence, the love, the 
confidence and joy which a man has in 
his Maker; for theſe exerciſes of the 
mind are thereſult of right apprehenſions 
of God, and do diſcover becoming ſenti- 
ments of the heart towards him. — What 
therefore will beſt aid the piety, or ani- 
mate the devotion of any breaſt, itſelf alone 
can judge of by experience, and reflec- 


yon : ſo that another perſon has no we'd | 
0 


5] 

of forming a judgment, or of preſcribing 
in the province of religion. 

A careful attention will convince any 
man, that by a divine eſtabliſhment of 
an abſolute, univerſal equality in the powers, 
properties, and claims of the human mind, 
all pride, ambition, envy, ill- nature, and 
Whatever tends to diſturb the peace and 
happineſs of man, are baniſhed the de- 
partments of religion, and wholly excluded 
the kingdom of God: © except ye become 
as little children, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter 
the heavenly kingdom.” And indeed, if 
we ſuppoſe, that all mankind are intend- 
ed for moral and intellectual happineſs, 
we neceſſarily conclude, that every in- 
dividual creature formed with this inten- 
tion, muſt be endowed with faculties and 
abilities adequate to ſuch an end: for a 
wiſe Creator could no more miſtake in the 
proviſion of ability, than he could be de- 
fective in the deſign, with which he 
formed his creature. Not that the equality, 
here contended for, is what lies in the ex- 
tent of the natural, or its improved capa- 
city; but in the ſmilar moral power, or has 
ability of attaining happineſs, which: muſt 
as well be the cndowment of one man, 
as of another, whatever are the differences 


of 


—— 
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of genius, intellectual furniture, or of ex- 
ternal condition and circumſtance. 


Hence it is, that the ſons of men are re- 
preſented, as upon a level in the retribu- 


tion. All are to be judged by one and the 


ſame rule, and rewarded according to 
their works, which each of them have 
done, whether good or bad. | 
In the ſenſe of a modern pen, of great 
character, religion muſt be perſonal ; and 


can admit of no human power or authority 


whatſoever, to aid or enforce the princi- 
ple: for, © there is a ſupremacy which 
every man does poſſeſs, in his own behalf, 
which gives him a right to judge for him- 
ſelf, in all affairs of conſcience towards 
God; or in matters of eternal ſalvation, 
A power, which no man on earth can 
controul. — This ſupremacy, differs from 
all civil rights; ſince no man can make a 
reſignation of it, and yet remain religious, 
Whereas, in civil affairs, men do properly 
enough reſign the right of private judg- 
ment, in order to chuſe an impartial, diſ- 
intereſted arbitrator, or umpire,” to deter- 
mine controverſies of alienable property. 
But a man cannot reaſonably reſign his 
own judgment to another, in matters 


which lie only between himſelf and his 
Maker : 


(7] 

Maker: becauſe, in all religious behaviour, 
there muſt be diſcernment, conviction, 
and choice ©,” | 

Hence religion cannot ſubſiſt, if men 
do reſign their right of ſupremacy, with 
which God or nature has endowed them— 
a conſummate ignorance and ſtupidity, 
| weall know, has ever attended the reſigna- 
tion, For the truth of which, I might 
ſafely 5 to the current ſenſe and uni- 
verſal teſtimony of facts, in all ages and 
countries. 

Nay, the teſtimony is very conſpicuous 
in our own nation; ſince the a 
from Popery, in theſe iſlands, was in itſelf 
no other than mens re-aſſuming that right 
of ſupremacy, which had been lazily and 
ſtupidly given up into the hands of the 
prieſt, —— 

As to the authoritative rule, concern- 
ing which every man is to form a judg- 
ment for himſelf, of what are, and what 


© 'This idea is analogous to the general ſenſe of man- 
kind, when and where prejudice has no excitement ; as 
might be ſhewn, in ſome very familiar Engliſh pro- 
verbs. — © Every tub muſt ſtand on its own bottom. 
Every man for himſelf; and God for us all.” — 
Which ſpeak the language of Gal. vi. 4, 5. Every 
man muſt prove his own wark === for every man muſt bear 
his own burden.” 


are 


[8] 


are not his religious principles, this, to the 
Chriſtian, is, the New Teſtament writings; 
and eſpecially the Goſpel.“ Of which 
rule, as to its meaning, ſenſe, or ſpirit, no 
interpretation, no conſtruction, no appli- 
cation but a man's own, can avail him of 
any real benefit. Articles of faith, and 
forms of worſhip, deviſed by others, have 
no ſort nor degree of divine authority ; nor 
ſhould they have any ſuch influence up- 
on him. For however plauſible has 
been the pretence, human laws, ſtatutes, 


d Mark viii. 38. John xii. 47, 48. xiv. 23. xv. 7. 
© A learned writer has well expreſſed the plainneſs of 
the rule, and the only rational method of interpretation, 
in the following words, — All the ſober part of Pro- 
teſtants, I think, are agreed, that the will of God, as 
far as it relates to what we are to believe or do, is re- 
vealed in the ſcriptures ; that theſe contain all the truths 
or general precepts, which are neceſſary for the right 
government or direction of our lives, and muſt doubtleſs 
be ſuppoſed to be conſiſtent with themſelves ; that i ſhould: 
ſeem the beſt and ſafeſt rule of interpreting them, by 
which this conſiſtency ſhall moſt clearly appear, and that 
agreement, which they undoubtedly have, ſhall be beſt 
preſerved ; that if any paſſages are doubtful in their 
meaning, or any parts of them are wrought up to a more 
heightened and figurative ſtile than the reſt ; the meaning 
of thoſe darker paſſages will be beſt aſcertained by com- 
paring them with other parallel ones which are confeſſed- 
ly clear, that flile will be beſt underſtood by referring to 
ſimilar places, written on the ſame ſubject, but in a 
plainer manner,” 


The Principles and Practices of the Methori/?s conſidered, 
p. 37» 39. 
and 


191 


and ordinances, neither can make nor un- 
make the viſibility of a Chriſtian church: 
Since there was one for 300 years, an- 
tecedent to any human eſtabliſhment 
whatſoever. Nay more, it did ſubſiſt not- 
withſtanding the laws of all civil policies, 
and the rancorous ſpirit of the various ſu- 
perſtitions were in violent oppoſition to 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem. Abſurd therefore 
it muſt be to ſuppoſe, a civil eſtabliſh- 
ment at all needful to the viſibility of a 
Chriſtian church. 

The prelate I have borrowed this rea- 
ſoning from, does farther obſerve, — 
ce that all the laws and acts of parliament 
in the world, can only ſupport an out- 
ward profeſſion of ſomething, which, as 
far as it is received and practiſed, as the 
will of men, is ſo far different from the 
religion of Chriſt. — They may keep up 
an human conſtitution ; and either allure 
men by temporal rewards, or terrify them 
by temporal inconveniences ; or indiſpoſe 
by both, for examining at all, what it is 
their eaſe and intereſt to take juſt as it is 
offered them : but the Chriſtian religion 
has no manner of concern with ſuch 

C laws.“ 
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[10] 
lawsf.” — Tt is beſt and moſt effectual- 
ly preſerved, as the will of God reveal- 
ed by Jeſus, Chriſt, and by thoſe very me- 
thods propoſed by the Goſpel.—— | 

From theſe ſtrictures we are capable of 
diſcerning, with clearneſs and preciſion, 
the nature and deſign of the religion of 
Chriſtians; and can, with pleaſure, ex- 
plore the liberty wherewith the Sox has 
made us free from all ſpiritual vaſſalage 
and tyranny ; foraſmuch as every indivi- 
dual has a perfe& equality of power and 
privilege, in virtue of that ſupremacy 
wherewith God hath endowed him, in 
his own behalf; a right of judging for 
himſelf in all matters relative to con- 
ſcience, in every of the concerns which 
he has with his maker. 

On the other hand, all human conſtitu- 
tions whatſoever are liable to corruption 


and decay, from pride, envy, emulation, 


a love of pre-eminence, a fond defire of 
diſtinction: in other words, they are in 
danger of a diflolution from theſe warring 


\ vices of the human mind. — But there is 


a perfect form of government, a wiſe ad- 
miniſtration of impartial goodneſs in the 
kingdom of God ; which has an ever- 

f See Biſhop Hoadley's Common Rights of Subjects 


defended. . 
laſting 


Cry 
laſting ſtability and cement in univerſal 
love and harmony, becauſe of a perfect 
equality of claim, privilege, and power, 
No room for any of thoſe diſtinctions 
which excite envy, or cheriſh emulation, 
where the object of reverence, obedience, 
and enjoyment, is of ſimilar, of equal im- 
portance to every individual, intelligent 
ſubject, throughout his infinite dominions. 
In full proof of this perfect equality, 
and of the liberty which is the ſacred 
claim of men and Chriſtians, even Apoſtles, 
who were inſpired to deliver the divine 
oracles, and could work miracles, in evi- 
dence of their miſſion, had no right of 
exerciſing dominion over the faith of any; 
but were only helpers of their joy“. — 


The ingenious author of Various Proſpes of Man- 
kind, &c. printed for A. Millar, I ſhould be tempted to 
fancy, mult have borrowed ſomewhat from the conſtitu- 
tion of God's moral kingdom, which enabled him to 
= his model of a perfect government, in his ſecond pro- 

ea. — 

g The public is beholden to another pen, that has given 
an 1//uftration of the Wiſdom and Equity of Providence, in 
an indulgent ſimilar Treatment of all Creatures on this Globe ; 
printed for J. Moon: which illuſtration, has been con- 
ducted on the very principle of equality, not only among 
Chriſtians, but among all men, in the province of re- 
ligion ; no partialities in God's treatment of his ra- 
tional creatures, as a moral goyernor, — 

h 2 Cor. i. 24. Chap. ii. 17. 


_ - They 
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They were neither to be called Maſter, nor 
Father. Not one of them might ſet up 
himſelf, as the centre of unity and faith, 
by any original heavenly grant of power 
or pretogative, in the empire of religion i. 
All their light and knowledge they derived 
from the eternal fountain 'of wiſdom ; 
and they did, in fact, profeſs themſelves 
to be but ſervants of the diſciples of the 
one Lord. | 
Subordinate, ſucceeding miniſters of 
religion, can only adviſe, admoniſh and 
exhort, comfort and encourage upon the 
Goſpel-plan : and the people are to judge 
of al lach mitructions, "hat hoy 
are agrecable or not to thoſe divine re- 
cords. * Miniſters are to report the perils 
of temptation ; to expoſe vice and im- 
piety ; they are to inculcate all the wiſe, 
Juſt, and generous principles of piety and 
virtue. But at their own peril, ſhall any 
of them pretend, that the ſenſe of the di- 
vine oracles is in their own keeping ; and 
that the laity are incompetent judges of 
thoſe oracles. This unwarrantable pre- 
ſumption, this arrogancy of ſpirit, has 
been the fell origin of all prieſtly domi- 


Gal. i. 8,9, 10. * Acts xvii. 11. 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
nation, 


EW 
nation, the fertile ſource of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition among all people. 

Honeſt and faithful teachers will tell 
their flocks, they can do them no real 
ſervice, nor in the leaſt promote their 
ſpiritual benefit and ſalvation, farther than 
they can influence them to uſe their own - 
underſtanding in forming a judgment. of 
the divine rule, and complying with its de- 
mands. Thus leading them to a venera- 
tion of the ſacred Scriptures,” and engag- 
ing a religious regard to their pure and 
heavenly inſtruction. They will ſhew 
their conſiſtency ;- and earneſtly recom- 
mend theſe oracles to men's ſtudy, by de- 
lineating their beauties, exemplifying 
their uſe, and by urging their impor- 
tance ', — The aſſuming airs of autho- 
rity and ſignificance, as if they were ne- 
ceſſary to their hearers, for the under- 
ſtanding of the ſcripture, or for their 
receiving the benefits of goſpel ſalvation ; 
has verily been the ſad occaſion of all the 
ſloth, ignorance, bigotry and angry con- 
tention, ever found among Proteſtants. 
Men are this way led to venerate names 
and notions", and to reproach their 


1 2 Tim, iii. 16, ® 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. 


neigh- 


ed ny 


[14 ] 
neighbours with being unfound in the 
faith, and unwarthy of love and eſteem 


merely becauſe they aſſert and exerciſe 
the rights of conſcience, preſerve a free- 


dom of choice and determination, in all 


thoſe matters which concern their own 
piety and devotion”. 


It would be of unſpeakable advantage 
to the intereſts of true religion, if all pub- 


lic teachers did but - exerciſe an unremit- 


ting care never torecommend any doctrinal 
opinion or ſentiment, as of the leaſt ſigni- 
fication, farther than it forms the prac- 
tical judgment; or has an apparent ten- 
dency to mould the heart and reform the 
life of man. This, rightly attended to, 
would prevent the undue ſtreſs ſo com- 
monly laid on mere ſpeculation ; and 
would put all the forward fanciful claims 
of inſpiration and myſtery to the bluſh ; 
and give a reaſonable and modeſt com- 
plexion to the Chriſtian profeſſor. 

At the ſame time, there would be no 


arrogance encouraged in any. ſpirit ; none 


would preſume to erect a tribunal over 
the faith, and worſhip of another; each 
one having enough to employ his moſt 


a Rom xiv, 4, 10. © Tit. ii. $, 9. 
arduous 


&. - 
arduous labours, in ſeeing diligently to 
the divine efficacy, of his own principles 
upon temper and deportment”, Ex- 
thufiaſm and ſuperſtition would inſtantly 
hide their conceited, vain, and haughty 
| heads, did but Chriſtians once learn to 
calculate the value of religious opinion, 
ſentiment, and devout expreſſion, by their 
practical influence. Charity would quick- 
ly raife up her drooping, declined form: 
and men would every where reverence 
and adore the truth; embrace one ano- 
ther, as brethren; and the loft luſtre of 
religion would univerſally revive. | 
The reaſonableneſs of this equality, 
which we have been pleading for, is evi- 
dent; for, 8 157 
Firſt, Thus it is, that Chriſtianity has 
its inconteſtible intrinſic evidence of be- 
ing from God. A truth, too little no- 
ticed by thoſe who form objections to the 
 Goſpel-ſyſtem : for, did they carefully 
examine into the ſpirit of the religion it 
enjoins, they might ſee, it is no other 
than that of reaſon, and intelligence. 
What engages and employs every power 
and faculty of the human ſoul, by ſhew- 


Mat. vii. 5. 


ing 


[ 16 ] 
ing their moſt natural application, and by. 
providing for the very belt fruition of 
every Capacity. _ | 

The homage it requires, is that of the 
Heart, 'The purity and benignity of the 
| paſſion, is that very offering which is moſt 
acceptable to the ſupreme object of adora- 
tion. 
And again, the view which the Goſ- 
pel gives of religion, is reaſonable ; be- 
cauſe the Chriſtian. has but one father, 
and he is in heaven; and but one maſter, 
who has ſhewn him the father; and who 
alſo is now in heaven.” The object is but 
one, and the moſt perfect revealer of that 
object but one, who has ſhewn e- 
very man the way to the father. — All 
attempts to obſcure the unity of the ob- 
je, or to improve or alter the revelation 
made by the one divine maſter, diſcover 
inſufferable ignorance ; elſe pride and ar- 
rogance ; elſe a deplorable inattention to 
the dignity and majeſty of all natural and 
revealed religion, 23 

Thus have I attempted to ſtate the 
doctrinal ſenſe of the prohibition, — 

We may make ſome ſeaſonable re- 


flections. 
Firſt, 


1.21 
| Fir, The rights of 3 or of 
private judgment, are of ſuch infinite im- 
| pottance, as to ſhew, that religion bor- 
rows all its eſſence from this ſource, — - 
A man, who ſees by another's eyes, 
. whoſe heart is primarily affected by the im- 
_ © agery another's fanciful pencil has drawn, 
who chuſes and reſolves in compliance 
with frail authority, who conducts his 
homage by preſcribed rules, given by a 
fallible maſter ; verily, ſuch a man has 
no religion : foraſmuch as both his judg- 
ment and practice have an human, and not 
a divine directory. 
Vet alas! many there are, even among 
| Proteſtants, who think themſelves wholly 
excuſed the labours of a diligent and im- 
partial examination, and of a ſerious, 
practical reflection and application. An 
_ mplicit, or viſionary faith, a rooted pre- 
judice, in favour of ſome adopted princi- 
ples and forms of profe ſſion, govern 
them. They dare not inquire : they are 
greatly terrified at an opinion or ſenti- 
ment, contradictory to their own. And 
they have an elevated eſteem of ſach who 
avow their ſymbols, and worſhip with 
the ſame ritual. Conſecrated names, cuſ- 
D toms, 


1 
toms, modes, are their only religious ſtan- 
dard. But, if religious- action does ab- 
ſolutely confiſt, as we plainly ſee it does, 
in a ſupreme reverence of reaſon, truth, 
or of the will of God; and in fuch an 
eſteem as is due to the beſt revealer of 
that will; then, a diligent, free and 
faithful inquiry and examination ſhould be 
made by every man for himſelf, who can 
be acquainted with that revelation: for in 
a religious character, there will always be 
found, diſcernment, conviction, choice, 
and approbation. 2 
In all other caſes of weight and mo- 
ment relative to human life, where a man 
reckons himſelf accountable for his be- 
haviour, he is willing to ſee with his own 
eyes, and to form a judgment upon full 
or ſatisfactory information; and if his ſafety 
and comfort do abſolutely depend upon 
it, he is extremely jealous and cautious 
leſt he ſhould miſtake,” or be impoſed up- 
on. — Why not in the buſineſs of religion ? 
Surely too much precaution or pains can- 
not be taken in an affair, where exiſtence 
itſelf is intimately and everlaſtingly con- 
cerned. net 
Secondly, The doctrine of my text, at 
a firſt glance, demoliſhes all the ſtrong 
hold 


[os 
hold of Popery: even her very pretence 
to unity, from having a living infallible 
Judge of controverſy. w— Her pompous 

ierarchy trembles'! her whole fabric 
_ tumbles at the feet of the prohibition z 
call no man maſter or father on earth: 
neither be ye ſo called of any.” — Popery 
has not where to reſt the ſole of her foot, 
either in reaſon. or revelation: for her 
ſorceries they ſufficiently expoſe. Her 
complexion they ſhew to be of the old 
Serpent, fraught with pride, ſubtlety, de- 
ceit, and an envenomed enmity to rea- 
ſon and mankind. — She exceeds all other” 
ſuperſtitions, in the abſurdity and in- 
fatuation of her principles and maxims, 
2 the treachery, and cruelty of her 
ſpirit. 

"es all church-authority dreads the 
approach of truth; and at its preſence ſu- 
perſtition evaporates in ſmoke. 

Some teachers however there are, who 
pretend to be of the reformed religion, 
that put on a frightful reſemblance. For 
tho' they cannot at preſent, with us, 
wreſt the New Teſtament out of the 
hands of their followers; yet they have 
effrontery enough to deny them the 
D 2 right 


400 
tight of conſulting it for themſelves; and 
preſume to be their infallible guides, the 
only. capable interpreters of the ſacred 
oracles.— Others, not a whit behind 
them, will inſiſt upon it, that the ſaving 
ſenſe is not practical, but myſtical. Theſe 
are, at once, ſapping the foundations of 
the moral- ſyſtem, denying the agency of 
man, and impiouſly reproaching the re- 
ligion of the one Lords. N 

We are taught to addreſs men of this 
complexion, in the following language — 
* Know ye, that Chriſtians have but one 
maſter, and one father, and both are in 

"> | 4 -  hea- 
he arrogant claims of modern Enthuſiaſts, and 
their unreaſonable tenets, are expoſed, with great judg- 
ment and decency, in a late pamphlet; entitled, The 
Principles and Practices of the Methodiſts conſidered, in ſome - 
LeTTERs, Cc. printed for V. Briſtow, in St. Paul's 
Church - yard, price one ſhilling. 
The flimſy fabric of Methodi/m and Mara vianiſin, ſup- 
ports on imputation, and bloody ſatisfaction! Theſe ſects 
revile, debaſe, yea exclude the moral ſyſtem. They 
rave about an act of faith, as juſtifying, without the leaſt 
regard to works. Whereas the morality of the man, his 
perſonal rectitude, his actual obedience to the divine law, 
gives all his taſte, all his capacity, all his diſpoſition, 
and meetneſs for happineſs. His rectitude of heart and 
life determine the degree of his holineſs, by which he 


alone has the fruition of his Maker's favour. 


The eſtabliſhed doctrine of reaſon and revelation, 
at 


— 


N 1 | 
heaven. The ſoul of man, know ye al- 
ſo, is of too much worth and conſe- 
quence, to be intruſted in another's care 
or keeping. —— Know alſo, we have 
but one authoritative rule of faith, and 
that is the Gofpel*. And but one judge 
of that divine rule, which is a man's own 
underſtanding. On which rock the Chriſ- 
tian church is built, and the gates of hell 
| ſhall not prevail againſt it. How ſim- 


at once _ burſts the bubble of inſpiration, in theſe 
illuminati; and cuts ſhort the controverſy about faith and 
works. Faith being no other than the faculty which the 
mind has of diſcerning evidence, and ex ring mor 
obligation * : whilſt works, are the natural fruits of that 
ability of diſcernment 2. And hence the faculty, when 
found unoperative, is denominated, dead, being alone 8. 
And as to zew revelations, ſhould we allow of the 

as à rule of faith, we muſt thereby aritiquate the Goſpel 
revelation ; or ſuppoſe it defective in its inſtruction. But 
if the illuminati deliver opinions unworthy of that di- 
vine revelation, we may adviſe the people, as 1/aiah of 
old did. — © to the law and to the teſtimony ; if they 
ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe they have 
no light in them.“ Iſaiah viii. 20. | 

We might ſay to theſe, what St. Paul ſaid to men puf- 
fed up with their extraordinary gifts: What! came 
the word of God out from you ? or came it unto you only?” 


Ti 1 | ny 
- 3 Heb. xi. 6. * Eph, ii. 10. 3 Jam, ii. 17, 26. 


Prov. iv! 23. Mat. xvi. 26. John xii. 48. chap, viii. 
12. Chap. xiv. 0, 


ple, 


Ea 
ple, how ſublime is the Chriſtian re- | 


ligion ! 47 2 RES 
Thirdly, Becauſe theſe kingdoms have 
once and again been delivered out of the de- 
vouring jaws of Popery, the Britiſh breaſt 
ſhould glow with gratitude, and the Bri- 
tiſh tongue ſhould devoutly pronounce the 
praiſes of an almighty Saviour. To this 
purpoſe, we now properly take a retroſpect 
of the horrid ſcheme of the Gun-powder- 
plot, diſcovered November 5, 1605. Big 
with deſtruction of KINO, Loks, and 
Commons, in one common carnage | — 
And yet, © St. Everard Digby, one of 
the conſpirators, who was executed with 
three more at the weſt end of St. Pauls, 
Jan. the zoth following, calls it, the BzsT 
CAusk. And ſays, in his Letters, he knew 
but of three that would have been worth 
ſaving, of all which would have been loſt.— 
Lord Strafford, a noted Papiſt, at the bar 
of the Houſe of Lords, December 1, 1680, 
owns, he had been acquainted with one 
conſpirator who had his pardon, that told 
him, — be was ſorry for it. — However 
this, the ſcheme was certainly approved 
at Rome, for M. St. Amour ſaw a pour- 
trait of Garnet publickly ſold at Rome, 
1 with 


; _ - T9 : 

with permiſſion, having this inſcription, — 
Father Hen. Garnet, hanged and quar- 
tered at London for the Catholic faith. 
Notwithſtanding the wretchhad owned his 
guilt, whilſt under condemnation,” — 
» Humanity looks with horror on the 
Catholic faith ! and confiders their mar- 
tyrs, as the great Confeſſors of the king- 
dom of darkneſs. 1 * 

But as if providence did deſign to make 
the day memorable in the Britiſh annals, 
that glorious deliverer, the Prince f 
Orange, could not land on the fourth, 
which he fain would have done, it being 
his birth day; but came into Torbay, No- 
vember 5, 1688. — An event, of more 
conſequence to the Britiſh conſtitution, 
than the pen can deſcribe; than ſeventy 
— can yet fully declare; or than the 

uman mind can conceive. —— The 
danger, impending at the revolution, 
was ſo very horrible and tremendous ! 
that at this diſtance, upon a ſteddy view, 
we ſhudder, our blood chills and runs 
cold. 


t See Harris's Life of James the Firſt. 

In the Jeſuits College at Friburg in Switzerland, Gar- 
net's picture is among others, called by them, the martyrs 
of that ſociety. | 

In 
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In both events, the peril was from Po- 
pery. That formidable fiend, that hel- 
liſh thing, PopERy ! a ſuperſtition, which 
for a thouſand years has been the deepeſt 
ſtain and fouleſt diſgrace of — na- 
ture, the moſt malignant plague of the 
world. — Only form to yourfelves, if you 
can, a full idea of the advantages which 
flow from light, truth, liberty, protec- _ 
tion of property. — Again, conceive of 
the abſolute reverſe of theſe bleſſings, and 
you will thereby gain the figure of Po- 
es and again, this formidable evil 
has made its approaches.— e. g. Strong 
was Popiſh affurance, ſanguine her ex- 
pectation, when James the Second graſped 
the Scepter. And had he been leſs con- 
fident and more cautious, the condition 
of Britain muſt indeed have been tre- 
mendous | Ws 71 So 
Her ſpirit did again revive at the cloſe 
of the reign of Queen Anne. When high- 
church was ſeeking to neſtle in her old aſ- 
ſylum, vis. in the arbitrary power of 
rinces. Ambitious ecclefiaſtics would never 
Who approved of her majeſty's vacating 


the throne for an Talian Papiſt, had they 
| not 
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not hoped for a revival of church power, 
and a re-eſtabliſhment of clerical domi- 
nion, under the auſpices of a man, 
thoroughly well trained for the exerciſe 
of tyranny. | 

Since then, efforts have been made, by 
the inſolent, audacious grin of ſnarling 
rebellion, within the envied reigns- of 
George the Firſt, and George the Second. — 
Happy for us, the hand of heaven did 
ſecure the throne of Britain from the ta- 
lons of treaſon and violence ; and both 
thoſe illuſtrious monarchs died in the bed 
of peace and honour. — The latter, had 
his brows encircled with the wreath of 
matchleſs glory! 5s 

Thro' the tender mercies of the God and 
guardian of Britain, George the Third, the 
hope of his people, ſucceeds with uni- 
verſal acclamations of pleaſure and joy! 
to whoſe reign we cordially wiſh pro- 
ſperity. 

As a concluſion of this diſcourſe, we 
may with gratitude acknowledge, that 
his royal anceſtors did righteouſly preſerve 
to us inviolate our religious liberties, the 
rights and claims of conſcience ; tho” it 


E has 


[26] 
has been bounded with the leſs pleaſing li- 
mits of a tolęration- law. Which rights of 
the ſceptre, ſhould it take a more compre- 
henſive ſway, we may reaſonably hope to 
enjoy liberty, with yet more advantage*; 
when every penal ſtatute and negative diſ- 
couragement ſhall remove from the loyal 
ſubject: when none, in the province of 
re- 


* I have now the pleaſure to add, this note alſo, — by 


+ his Majeſty's ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, deli- 


vered on the 18th of November, he has not only 
graciouſly declared it to be, his invariable reſolution 
to maintain the Zo/eration inviolable“: but has gloriouſly 
ſaid © ThaT THE CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS OP 
HIS LOVING SUBJECTS ARE EQUALLY DEAR TO HIM 
ewith the moſt valuable prerogatives of HIS CROWN.” — 
I would not doubt of his eſteeming them more dear than 
any royal prerogative whatſoever, The expectation is 
not then too highly raiſed, when this royal declaration 
is in the eye of Britons. | 

It is true, Proteſtant Difſenters ſhould acknowledge the 


lenity of government, throughout the two laſt reigns, for 


not permitting the toleration act, of the firſt of William and 
Mary, to have its energy; ſince ſo long as that act is al- 


| lowed to have effect, all public teachers among them 


are liable to the pains and penalties of all former acts, if 
they donot ſubſcribe to almoſt all the twenty-nine articles 
of the church of England ; though none of her mem- 
bers have ever been able to ſettle their ſenſe, or ſhew 
their confiſtency. 

So far is the oleration act from conſulting the re- 
ligious rights of his Majeſty's faithful and dutiful ſub- 
jets, that it requires moreover, they ſubſcribe a 2 

on 


[27]. 
religion, ſhall preſume to take the title 
either of maſter or father: when Britons, 
of every name and diſtinction, ſhall be- 
have 


fion of their Chriſtian belief in theſe words, I. A. B. 
profeſs faith in God the Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt his 
eternal Son, the true God, and in the Holy Spirit, one 
God bleſſed for evermore.” 

Is not this to aſſert a dominion over the faith of 
man? Is it not to impoſe a profeſſion of faith in God, 
which no man does, or ever did underſtand ? ——— And 
yet, without ſuch declaration and ſubſcription, he is 
to all intents and purpoſes to be treated as a Popiſh recu- 
ſant, and incur all the penalties and forfeitures of the 
laws againſt them.” 


The church-ſenſe of his Majeſty's gracious regard to 
the rights of conſcience, is, a ſanguine expectation of 
his giving the Clergy leave to inflict pains and lties, 
and cut the throats of one another: — as 2 by 
the Moxtrox Nov. 29, 1760. Me 

« .— An hope, that all proper care willbe taken, under 
the auſpices oflo virtuous and religious a Sovereign, that 

the church, as by law eſtabliſhed, ſhall be no longer 
denied the power of enguiring into the miſſion of thoſe, 
who intrude themſelves into her bofom ; nor of puniſbing 
ſuch of her Clergy, as either by their doctrines or their 
practices, put the faith and government of the church to 
defiance. Such of her Clergy as broach new doctrines, 
erect new churches, and aſſume a power of appointing 
teachers and 2 under them, are /chi/matics in the 
ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the word; and, as ſuch, are by the 
laws of all Chriſtian ſtates, to be diſcouraged and Ex- 
TIR AT ED; let their pretences be ever ſo great, to a 
more righteous way of ſerving the Lord.“ 

How mercileſs would be an unmuzzled con vacation! 
and if once exerciſing her diſcipline on her on ſons, who 
could hope to eſcape the rancour of her diſpleaſure. ? — 
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| have as brethren: and when, upon this 
equality, the throne of our monarch ſhall 


acquire divine ſtrength, immoveable ſta- 
bility, and everlaſting honour | 
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